Guidelines for evaluation
of Degree Projects (30–60 cr)
Department of Biology

2

guidelines for evaluation of degree projects (30–60 cr)

The final grade is decided by the examiner after discussion with the supervisor and the
external examiner. The examiner is the coordinator of the Master´s programme specialization at the Department of Biology or someone appointed by him/her.
The evaluation of the different categories below should be related to the level and extent of the Degree Project.
When the student fulfills the requirements for ”Pass” in a category a score 3 or higher is used (see guidelines
below). A score below 3 is used when the student does not completely fulfill the requirements for ”Pass” in a
category. When used, scores below 3 should be motivated in the ”Additional comments” on the evaluation form.
The summarized result of the scoring is not decisive, but a guideline for the final grading.

Guidelines for the examiners when evaluating the Process
1. Independence of the student
Ability of the student to independently carry out and complete the project after discussions with the supervisor.
3. The student shows some independence and takes own
initiatives. Input from the supervisor is sometimes needed to
push the process forward.
4. The student is relatively independent and takes several own
initiatives. Input from the supervisor is rarely needed to push
the process forward.
5. Student is largely independent and takes many own initiatives. As a supervisor you primarily give advise and then the
work progresses.
2. Ability to carry out experiments/
laboratory work and/or theoretical work,
including documentation of the work .
3. The student performs experiments, laboaratory work, and/
or field sampling in a sufficient way. The student aquires theoretical and practical knowledge and documents the work.
4. The student performs experiments, laboratory work, and/
or field sampling in a good way and improves his/her skills
and techniques. In addition, the student aquires good theoretical knowledge and carefully documents the work.
5. The student performs experiments, laboaratory work,
and/or field sampling.in an excellent way and significantly
improves his/her skills and techniques In addition, the student
aquires substantial theoretical knowledge and documents the
work carefully and purposefully

3. Ability to structure and write the essay.
How much help does the student need to organise and write
the essay, including overall structure, linking different parts of
the essay, relevance of what is included, as well as the need
for linguistic corrections.
3. After discussing the overall disposition with the supervisor
the student produces an acceptable first draft. As a supervisor
you restructure, clarify and make linguistic corrections. In the
following process the student makes the alterations and corrections the supervisor suggests.
4. After discussing the overall disposition with the supervisor
the student produces a good first draft. As a supervisor you
do some restructuring, clarifications and/or linguistic corrections. In the following process the student makes alterations
and corrections in accordance with advise and directions from
the supervisor.
5. After discussing the overall disposition with the supervisor
the student produces a well structured and well written first
draft. In the following process the student independently
improves the manuscript according to advise from the supervisor.
4. Processing and interpreting data
3. The student processes, analyses and starts to interpret the
data after advise from the supervisor. An acceptable selection
of data is presented and after discussions with the supervisor
the student demonstrates ability to draw conclusions from
the dataset.
4. The student processes, analyses and starts to interpret
the data. Data presented are in general well selected and
the student demonstrates good ability to draw conclusions
from the dataset.
5. The student quickly takes own initiatives in processing,
analysing and interpreting the data. Data presented are well
selected and the student demonstrates excellent ability to
draw conclusions from the dataset.
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Guidelines for the examiners when evaluating the Product
1. Organisation of the essay
3. The essay is structured, readable and most of the information is in the correct place. The essay is formally and linguistically acceptable.
4. The essay is well structured and organised, relatively easy
to read and largely with the correct information in the correct
place. The essay is in most parts formally and linguistically
correct.
5. The essay is very well structured and organised, easy to
read and with the correct information in the correct place.
The essay is formally and linguistically correct.
2. Dataprocessing and presentation of the
results
3. Most of the information needed to understand and interpret data.is included. Most of the data included are relevant.
Datapresentation shows an acceptable structure.
4. Almost all the information needed to understand and interpret data is included. Very little irrelevant data are included.
Datapresentation shows good structure.
5. All information needed to understand and interpret data
is included. No irrelevant data are included. Datapresentation
is very well structured.

3. Discussion of results and ability to put the
work into a larger perspective
3. The student draws acceptable conclusions from the results
and relates most of the findings to scientific literature. The
work is partly related to current theory within the research
area.
4. The student draws relevant conclusions from the results
and relates all findings to scientific literature. The work is
related to current theory within the research area.
5. The student draws relevant and insightful conclusions
from the results and relates all findings to relevant scientific
literature. The work is well related to current theory within
the research area.
4. Ability to present and discuss the work
during the examination
3. The student gives a relatively structured presentation of the
work. The student demonstrates acceptable understanding
for the methods used, the results obtained and can relate the
work to the greater picture.
4. The student gives a structured and committed presentation
of the work. The student demonstrates good understanding
for the methods used, the results obtained and how the work
fits into the greater picture.
5. The student gives a well structured and commited presentation of the work. The student demonstrates a deep
understanding for the methods used, the results obtained
and how the work fits into the greater picture.
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Telephone numbers
and web addresses
Coordinator Biology Jan-Åke Nilsson................................................ tel 046-222 45 69
Jan-Ake.Nilsson@biol.lu.se, Room E-C223, Ecology Building
Coordinator Molecular Biology Klas Flärdh ...................................... tel 046-222 85 84
Klas.Flardh@biol.lu.se, Room B-A222a, Biology Building
Course administrator Jóhanna B. Jónsdóttir ......................................tel 046-222 73 15
Johanna_B.Jonsdottir@biol.lu.se
Director of Studies Jep Agrell ..............................................................tel 046-222 73 17
Jep.Agrell@biol.lu.se
Dep. International Coordinator Christina Lejde ................................ tel 046-222 73 16
Christina.Ledje@biol.lu.se
Study Advisor Lotta Persmark ............................................................ tel 046-222 37 28
Lotta.Persmark@biol.lu.se
Financial Administrator Cecilia Lönnqvist ......................................... tel 046-222 73 18
Cecilia.Lonnqvist@biol.lu.se
Coordinator Bachelor’s programme Biology Eva Waldemarson ...... tel 046-222 93 09
Eva Waldemarson@biol.lu.se
Coordinator Bachelor’s programme Molecular Biology Torbjörn Säll .tel 046-222 78 58
Torbjorn.Sall@biol.lu.se
Susanne Pelger ......................................................................................tel 070-284 02 77
Susanne.Pelger@kanslin.lu.se
Biology Education
www.biol.lu.se/o.o.i.s/11188
Degree project registration form
www.biol.lu.se/upload/biol_grund/pdf/Master_degree_project.pdf
Project presentation powerpoint file
www.biol.lu.se/upload/biol_grund/templatePresentationDegreeProject.ppt
“How to write scientific reports”
www.biol.lu.se/upload/biol_grund/pdf/scientific_writing.pdf
Lund University’s Master thesis database
www.lunduniversity.lu.se/current-students/master-s-thesis-database
Guidelines for popular summary
www.naturvetenskap.lu.se/upload/LUPDF/natvet/student/Instruction-Template.doc
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